



















Francina  E.  Porter's  Proﬁle






  “Hokurikugakuin First Kindergarten” which was called "Eiwa" was established in 1886. This year 
marked the beginning of Christian early childhood education in Japan. The founder of this oldest 
kindergarten in Japan was Francina Eliza Porter. Ms. Porter was a missionary from the Presbyterian 
Church of the United States of America.  Ms. Porter was born in 1859 and 2009 would have been 
her 150th birthday. Her heart, spirit and mission work with the Japanese people is profiled. New 
information about Ms.Porter was obtained from: Maryville College, the Presbyterian Historical 
Society and San Gabriel cemetery. This paper is presented in two sections: Ms. Porter's Profile and 
the Porter Institute.  Ms. Porter's Proﬁle contains 3 sections: Her background, Work in early childhood 
education （at Eiwa kindergarten） and Evangelical work. The Porter Institute was established to honor 
contributions of missionaries related to Hokurikugakuin. The Porter Institute was started in 2007 
and its ofﬁce is located at Hokurikugakuin First Kindergarten. The activities of the institute involve 
historical research and reports of mission work. A recent project has been creating a memorial marker 
for Ms. Porter's gravesite for placement at San Gabriel cemetery. The ﬁnal part of this paper presents 
an interview with the director of Hokurikugakuin First Kindergarten in order to present her teaching 
goals and the practices of the school. According to the director, "children pray for one another to show 
sympathy and faith, also inﬂuences parents".  Francina E. Porter devoted 40 years of her life in Japan in 
ministry and for the development of early childhood education.
＊ 1 Masako OOTA 
北陸学院大学　人間総合学部　幼児児童教育学科
保育原理



















































































































































































































































































































































































































「It is very gratifying to me to know how the 
kindergarten has been blessed and what good work is 
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